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Personal profile

[bookmark: _GoBack]I graduated fall 2015 with master’s degree in the field of cell and molecular biology with a broad range of skills and expertise. I adapt quickly to new settings, use logical and analytical approaches to problem solving, and have experience supervising undergraduate students in the lab. I am extremely self-motivated with a commitment to completing all assigned tasks to the highest standard.  Now that I have completed my Master’s Degree in Biology, I am looking for a new and suitably challenging position, which will use my skills and qualifications. I also look forward to further personal and professional development. 

Education

MA in Biology		SUNY Buffalo State USA                             2013- 2015

Field:  cell and molecular biology
Thesis title:  Expression and Characterization the Connexin31 Mutations Associated with Skin Disease and Deafness. 
Thesis Advisor Dr. I. Martha Skerrett

BA in Biology		AL Muthanna University, Iraq                      2004-2008
Field: Biology

Key Skills

· Fluent in both English and Arabic
· Flexible and resourceful
· Ability to act on own initiative 
· Solid background in general sciences
· Specialization in the area of cell and molecular biology
· Ability to make quick effective decisions when necessary
· Efficient completion of laboratory tasks 
· Strong proponent of team work
· Constructive and approachable
· Willing to take on less attractive tasks, contributing practically to the team’s success 
· Excellent problem solving skills
· Highly motivated, confident and professional 
· Caring, with an interest in assisting others 
· Excellent communication and interpersonal skills
· Curious to learn and motivated to try new techniques


Work experience

Laboratory Assistant in the Medical School at AL Muthanna University.  2008-2012  

As a laboratory assistant, I prepared the lab for students, helped teach lab techniques and maintained laboratory equipment, glassware and solutions.  Students learned techniques such as such as blood testing and analysis of bacterial culture.  My lab duties included stocking of consumables, maintaining lab supplies, quality assurance and oversight of safety initiatives.  I also washed, sterilized, and stocked glassware.

Graduate Thesis Research, Biology Department, SUNY Buffalo State USA.    2013-2015

As a graduate student in the Biology Department I learned and independently carried out many laboratory techniques.  These include growth of bacterial cultures, isolation of plasmid DNA, mutagenesis, in vitro transcription, oocyte injections and voltage-clamp analysis.  I selected three mutations in the gap junction protein Cx31 that cause skin disease and/or deafness. The Xenopus oocyte expression system was used in conjunction with site-directed mutagenesis and dual cell voltage clamp analysis to determine functional consequences of the point mutations I selected.   Following creation of mutants using the QuikchangeTM mutagenesis protocol, mutations were confirmed by sequencing. It was expected that the mutations would alter function in one of the following ways; by reducing levels of functional protein synthesized or trafficked to the membrane, by altering docking interactions necessary for formation of intercellular channels, or by altering channel properties such as gating regulation, or permeability.  Thus far my results suggest that one mutant fails to traffic to the membrane or form functional channels, while another forms channels with altered properties.

Teaching Assistant, Biology Department, SUNY Buffalo State. Fall 2015

I worked assisting with an undergraduate Cell Physiology class.  My duties included setting up the lab, preparing solutions and reagents, assisting students during the lab and cleaning up at the end of the day.

Current, lecturer in medical school, department of Biology

Interests & Achievements	
· I enjoy reading journal articles about cell biology
· I participate regularly in outdoor activities, particularly cycling for relaxation and fitness. 
· I enjoy travel with my family and recently visited California.  I have also travelled to Florida and New York City.
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